



NIST meets Help America Vote Act (HAVA) mandates
The following requirements from Public Law 107-252 apply to NIST voting activities. Each requirement is followed by the appropriate actions taken by NIST to meet HAVA requirements and deadlines.  
HAVA Requirement: “At the request of the Technical Guidelines Development Committee (TGDC), the Director of the National Institute of Standards and Technology shall provide the Development Committee with technical support necessary for the Development Committee to carry out its duties under this subtitle.
The technical support provided under paragraph (1) shall include intramural research and development in areas to support the development of the voluntary voting system guidelines.”

NIST Actions: NIST provided technical assistance to the TGDC in the development of voluntary voting system guidelines TGDC members were formally appointed by the EAC on August 9, 2004.  In FY 05, NIST organized and hosted three plenary sessions of the TGDC at which thirty nine resolutions were adopted defining technical reports to be researched by NIST. The technical reports were edited and compiled according to instructions from the TGDC. The reports became the basis for an initial set of recommendations for voluntary voting system guidelines applicable for the 2006 elections. (Note: At the request of the EAC and in coordination with the TGDC, NIST will continue research to support the development of comprehensive voting system guidelines including input from public comment on the initial set of recommendations. Future voting system guideline recommendations from the TGDC would likely be applicable after the 2006 elections.)
HAVA Requirement: “The Technical Guidelines Development Committee (TGDC) shall provide its first set of recommendations under this section to the Executive Director of the Commission not later than 9 months after all of its members have been appointed.”
NIST Actions:  As chair of the TGDC, The Director of NIST provided an initial set of recommendations for voluntary voting system guidelines to the Executive Director of the U.S. Election Assistance Commission on May 9, 2005. As adopted by the TGDC at its April 2005 plenary session, “Voluntary Voting System Guidelines Version 1: Initial Report” (VVSG Version 1) was delivered nine months after all members of the TGDC had been appointed. (Note: HAVA requires the EAC to seek formal public comment on these initial recommendations and then to issue voluntary guidelines for state and local election officials.  Development of VVSG Version 2 requires public comment on VVSG Version 1.)
HAVA Requirement:  “Not later than 6 months after the Commission first adopts voluntary voting system guidelines under part 3 of subtitle A, the Director of the National Institute of Standards and Technology shall conduct an evaluation of independent, non-Federal laboratories and shall submit to the (EAC) Commission a list of those laboratories the Director proposes to be accredited to carry out the testing, certification, decertification, and recertification provided for under this section.”

NIST Actions:  NIST‘s National Voluntary Laboratory Accreditation Program (NVLAP) has coordinated with the EAC to develop a timetable for the implementation of an accreditation program in FY 2006.  
The EAC must first adopt guidelines for voluntary voting systems. NVLAP is currently accepting applications from non-federal laboratories interested in accreditation and plans to recommend laboratories for accreditation to the EAC not later than 6 months after the Commission first adopts voluntary voting system guidelines. 
Current Status:  NIST has met and will continue to meet its statutory requirements under HAVA. Within the short time frame after formal appointment of the TGDC membership, the Committee has produced initial recommendations (VVSG Version 1) that require further action by the EAC including a 90 day public comment period.  VVSG Version 2 which would apply to elections beyond 2006 will build on public comment received on VVSG version 1.
�Is NVLAP accepting applications for lab accreditation?  If so, can you add that. 





