AQUAINT 18 - Month Workshop

Demo Questions

INTRODUCTION

The AQUAINT Program Committee has put together a set of three scenarios or contexts with associated questions as a resource for system demonstrations at the AQUAINT 18-Month Workshop in San Diego, California.  The goal of these tasks is to provide a common topic thread for visitors as they observe  system demonstrations.  These tasks can also serve as an introduction to the notion of contextualized information gathering.

Scenarios 1 and 2 were directed toward the AQUAINT data and Scenario 3 was developed from the CNS data.

Participants are encouraged to prepare questions and answers for at least one of these areas as a part of their demonstration.  If the questions provided are not appropriate for the functions of the system being demonstrated, participants are free to develop  questions which better highlight the system’s capabilities.

Scenario 1 AND (AQUAINT/TREC/LDC DATA)

US Congressman Tony Hall visited Iraq in 2000 and we’re interested in learning both about the trip itself and the circumstances surrounding it.

The analyst’s task is to write a short report on the trip. The report will discuss the background to the trip, lay out the itinerary that the congressman followed, including where he went and who he met, and summarize the outcome and impact of the visit.

To support this task the analyst might ask a series of questions, such as the following:

1. What was the purpose of Congressman Hall’s visit?

2. Why did the Iraqi Government give him permission to visit?

3. Have any another Congressman visited Iraq since the Gulf War? If so who?

4. When did he arrive in Iraq? When did he leave?

5. Who accompanied him during his visit?

6. How did he get to Baghdad?

7. On his first full day in Iraq where did he go? Who did he visit?

8. How far is it from Baghdad to Basra?

9. On his third full day in Iraq where did he go?

10. How many hospitals did he visit while in Iraq? What are their names? Where are they located?

11. What other facilities did he visit?

12. What dual-use items are in short supply in Iraq according to Congressman Hall? Why are they important?

13. What is Congressman Hall’s opinion on UN sanctions? What recommendations does he have regarding them?

Scenario 2 AND QUESTIONS (AQUAINT/TREC/LDC dATA)

Vladimir Putin was sworn-in as Russia’s President on 7 May 2000.

The analyst’s task is to chart his rapid rise to power, including the factors that enabled him to overcome more established figures on the Russian political scene, and then chronicle and analyze the moves he made to consolidate his power-base in the months immediately after his inauguration.

To support this task the analyst might ask a series of questions, such as the following:

1. Where was Vladimir Putin born? What foreign languages does he speak?

2. When was Putin first appointed to a post in the Kremlin? What was it?

3. What is the name of the Russian agency that is the successor to the KGB? When was Putin appointed to lead it? How long had his predecessor held the post?

4. How many Prime Ministers were fired by Boris Yeltsin in 1999? Who were they?

5. What is the name of the Lower-House in the Russian Parliament? How many seats does it have?

6. What percentage of the votes did the Kremlin sponsored political party win in the Russian Parliamentary elections of December 1999? Which party got the largest percentage of votes?

7. On what date did Yeltsin resign? What reason was given for his resignation?

8. What was Putin’s first official act as acting President?

9. How many candidates were there in the Russian Presidential election held on 26 March 2000? What percentage of the votes did Putin get? On what date was he officially declared the winner?

10. Who did Putin nominate as the new Prime Minister? What was the vote tally in lower-house of Parliament to confirm him?

11. In what way was the upper-house in the Russian Parliament changed by legislation pushed by Putin in July 2000? How did this enhance Putin’s power?

12. Whatever happened to Boris Yeltsin?

Scenario 3 AND QUESTIONS (Cns dATA)

How has al-Qa’ida conducted its efforts to acquire a weapons-of-mass-destruction (WMD) capability and what are the likely results of this endeavor?

1. What exactly is al-Qa’ida?  Which groups or factions thereof make up al-Qa’ida and how strongly are these groups or factions tied to Usama Bin Ladin’s umbrella organization?

2. What efforts has al-Qa’ida already undertaken to acquire WMD, and which agents in particular has it pursued?

3. In particular, what are al-Qa’ida sources for chemical, biological or radiological agents?  How did it find these sources and what resources did it have to expend to acquire chemical, biological or radiological agents?

4. Are all reports of WMD acquisition by al-Qa’ida equally credible, and, if not, which of those reports seem to be the most credible?

5. What is the difference between acquiring a chemical, biological or radiological AGENT and acquiring a chemical, biological or radiological WEAPON, and which has al-Qa’ida already acquired?

6. Under what circumstances would al-Qa’ida use a weapon of mass destruction, and what type of WMD attack would the group be most likely to carry out?

Extra Resouces:

http://cns.miis.edu/pubs/other/sjm_cht.htm
http://cns.miis.edu/pubs/other/alqwmd.htm
http://cns.miis.edu/research/wtc01/alqaida.htm
http://cns.miis.edu/pubs/reports/binladen.htm
http://www.csmonitor.com/2002/0523/p11s02-coop.html
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